
                                 Aviation Safety 800 Independence Ave
Washington, DC  20591

November 17, 2021

                                           Exemption No. 18948
                                          Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2021-0932

Mr. Scott Janetsky
Director of Flight Operations
Columbia Helicopters, Inc.
14452 Arndt Rd NE
Aurora, OR 97002

Dear Mr. Janetsky:

This letter is to inform you that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has granted your 
request for an exemption. This letter transmits the FAA’s decision, explains the FAA’s basis, 
and provides the conditions and limitations of the exemption, including the date it ends.

The Basis for the FAA’s Decision

By letter dated October 4, 2021, you petitioned the FAA on behalf of Columbia Helicopters,
Inc. (Columbia) for an exemption from § 135.175(a) of Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations 
(14 CFR) to the extent necessary to allow Columbia to operate its fleet of Boeing-Vertol 107-II 
and Kawasaki-Vertol 107-II helicopters configured for zero-to-nineteen passengers without 
being equipped with approved airborne weather radar.

The FAA has issued grants of exemption in circumstances similar in material respects to those 
presented in your petition. In Grant of Exemption Nos. 5254 and 18433 (copies enclosed), the 
FAA found that the cost of installing the radar equipment would far outweigh the benefits to be 
derived from its use and that an exemption to operate without it is warranted and will provide a 
level of safety equivalent to that provided by the regulation, subject to certain conditions and
limitations.

Having reviewed your reasons for requesting an exemption, the FAA finds that:

They are similar in all material respects to relief previously requested in the enclosed Grant 
of Exemption Nos. 5254 and 18433;

The reasons stated by the FAA for granting the enclosed Grant of Exemption Nos. 5254 and 
18433 also apply to the situation presented in your petition; and 
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A grant of exemption is in the public interest.

The FAA’s Decision 
 
The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition in 
the Federal Register. The FAA has determined that good cause exists because the requested 
exemption would not set a precedent and any delay in acting on this petition would be 
detrimental to Columbia. 
 
Under the authority contained in 49 U.S.C. §§ 106(f), 40113, and 44701, which the FAA 
Administrator has delegated to me, I hereby grant Columbia Helicopters, Inc. an exemption 
from 14 CFR § 135.175(a) to the extent necessary to allow Columbia to operate its fleet of 
Boeing-Vertol 107-II and Kawasaki-Vertol 107-II helicopters configured for zero-to-nineteen 
passengers without being equipped with approved airborne weather radar, subject to the 
conditions and limitations described below. 
 
Conditions and Limitations 
 

1. This exemption is limited to those Columbia helicopters listed in its operations 
specifications. 

2. This exemption is limited to operations conducted during day visual flight rules
weather conditions only.

3. Columbia may not release a flight when thunderstorms or other potentially
hazardous weather conditions are reported or forecasted along the route to be
flown for the period of time required for the flight. 

4. Notwithstanding Condition and Limitation No. 3 above, Columbia may release a
flight under this exemption when thunderstorms are forecast in Columbia’s area of 
operation, provided that Columbia has a method of determining the occurrence of 
thunderstorms along its routes and the method if approved by the FAA certificate 
holding district office. Procedures to be followed, under an approved method to 
determine the presence of thunderstorms, must be included in the operations 
manual required by Section 135.21. 

5. No operations under this exemption may be conducted until the method and 
procedures have been approved by the FAA Safety Assurance Office with 
oversight responsibility of the petitioner’s Air Carrier Certificate, and have been 
included in the manual.

 

6. Columbia’s flight must not traverse any area of known hazardous 
weather                         conditions. 
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Failure to comply with any of the above conditions and limitations may result in the immediate 
suspension or rescission of this exemption.
 
The Effect of the FAA’s Decision 
 
This exemption terminates on November 30, 2023, unless sooner superseded or rescinded. 
 
To request an extension or amendment to this exemption, please submit your request by using 
the Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2021-0932 (http://www.regulations.gov). In addition, you 
should submit your request for extension or amendment no later than 120 days prior to the 
expiration listed above, or the date you need the amendment, respectively.

Any extension or amendment request must meet the requirements of 14 CFR § 11.81.

Sincerely, 

/s/ 
Robert C. Carty
Acting Executive Director, Flight Standards Service 

Enclosures













  
  

Aviation Safety 800 Independence Ave 
Washington, DC  20591 
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December 23, 2019
 
                                              Exemption No. 18433 

Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2019-0829
 
 
Mr. Scott Janetsky 
Director of Flight Operations 
Columbia Helicopters, Inc. 
14452 Arndt Rd NE 
Aurora, OR 97002 
 
Dear Mr. Janetsky: 
 
This letter is to inform you that the Federal Aviation Administation (FAA) has granted your 
request for exemption.  It transmits  decision, explains its basis, and gives you the 
conditions and limitations of the exemption, including the date it ends. 
 

 Decision 
 
By letter dated October 15, 2019, you petitioned the FAA on behalf of Columbia Helicopters, 
Inc. (Columbia) for an exemption from § 135.175(a) of Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations 
(14 CFR) to the extent necessary to allow Columbia to operate its fleet of VERTOL-234 
helicopters without being equipped with approved airborne weather radar. 

The FAA has issued grants of exemption in circumstances similar in material respects to those 
presented in your petition.  In Grant of Exemption Nos. 8810 and 17409A (copies enclosed), 
the FAA found that the cost of installing the radar equipment would far outweigh the benefits 
to be derived from its use and that an exemption to operate without it is warranted and will 
provide a level of safety equivalent to that provided by the regulation, subject to certain 
conditions and limitations. 
 
Having reviewed your reasons for requesting an exemption, I find that  
 
 They are similar in material respects to relief previously requested in the enclosed Grant 

of Exemption Nos. 8810 and 17409A; 
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 The reasons stated by the FAA for granting the enclosed Grant of Exemption Nos. 8810 
and 17409A also apply to the situation you present; and  
 
For the reasons stated in the enclosed Grant of Exemption Nos. 8810 and 17409A, a grant 
of exemption to Columbia is in the public interest. 

 
Decision 

 

The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition 
in the Federal Register because the requested exemption would not set a precedent, and any 
delay in acting on this petition would be detrimental to Columbia. 
 
Under the authority contained in 49 U.S.C.§§ 106(f), 40113, and 44701, which the FAA 
Administrator has delegated to me, I hereby grant  Columbia Helicopters, Inc. (Columbia) an 
exemption from 14 CFR § 135.175(a) to the extent necessary to operate its fleet of VERTOL-
234 helicopters without being equipped with approved airborne weather radar, subject to the 
conditions and limitations described below. 
 
Conditions and Limitations 
 

1. This exemption is limited to those Columbia helicopters listed in its operations 
specifications. 

2. This exemption is limited to operations conducted during day visual flight rules 
weather conditions only. 

3. Columbia may not release a flight when thunderstorms or other potentially 
hazardous weather conditions are reported or forecasted along the route to be 
flown for the period of time required for the flight. 

4. Notwithstanding Condition and Limitation No. 3 above, Columbia may release a 

operation, provided that Columbia has a method of determining the occurrence of 
thunderstorms along its routes and the method if approved by the FAA certificate 
holding district office.  Procedures to be followed, under an approved method to 
determine the presence of thunderstorms, must be included in the operations 
manual required by § 135.21. 

5. No operations under this exemption may be conducted until the method and 
procedures have been approved by the FAA Safety Assurance Office with 
oversight responsibili , and have been 
included in the manual. 
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6. 
conditions. 

 
If  you request an extension to this exemption, please submit your request by using the 
Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2019-0829 (http://www.regulations.gov.).  In addition, you 

listed below. 
 
If you require an amendment to this exemption, please submit your request no later than 
120 days prior to the date you need the amendment using the process indicated above.   
 
Any extension or amendment request must meet the requirements of § 11.81 of 14 CFR. 
 
This exemption terminates on January 31, 2022, unless sooner superseded or rescinded. 
 
Sincerely, 
/s/ 
Robert C. Carty 
Deputy Executive Director 
Flight Standards Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures 


